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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE

OAKWOOD SUPERINTENDENT JUDY HENNESSEY
TAPPED AS PRINCIPAL OF DAYTON EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY
DAYTON, Ohio -Judy Hennessey, superintendent of Oakwood City Schools since
1998, will become principal of the Dayton Early College Academy on Dec. 1.
DECA, which opened in August 2003, is a Dayton Public Schools high school housed on
UD's campus. DECA is the first early college high school in Ohio and one of only 19 such
schools nationwide that opened last fall.
Known for her enthusiasm and strong people skills, Hennessey will replace Tim Nealon,
a veteran Dayton Public Schools administrator who came out of retirement to help UD develop
the curriculum and launch the Dayton Early College Academy. As superintendent of the
Oakwood schools, Hennessey leads one of the most consistently successful and high-performing
school districts in the state.
"She's a very student-centered administrator, and our school offers a very studentcentered environment," said Thomas Lasley, dean of the School of Education and Allied
Professions at the University of Dayton. "We are hoping that Judy will bring even more rigor to
the academic curriculum of DECA."
Early college high schools, a new and growing movement in secondary education, are
designed to reach students who have lots of academic potential but have not been successful in
more traditional settings. The schools target first-generation college students from low-income
neighborhoods who might not otherwise be able to attend college. During its first year, 19 of
DECA's 89 students have successfully taken college classes at the University of Dayton and
Sinclair Community College. DECA students can earn up to two years of college credit while in
high school, and they are paired with UD students, who serve as their mentors as long as both
are in school.
"While it is difficult to leave the Oakwood students and faculty, DECA presents an
amazing opportunity to help create a rigorous, exciting path for urban students to transition to
college," Hennessey said. "I am very excited to begin this new challenge."
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Hennessey's experience includes working as a special education teacher in Dayton
Public Schools, serving as principal of Wright State University's special education summer
program, working as a specialist for the Miami Valley Regional Center for Handicapped
Children and serving as assistant superintendent of Xenia City Schools. She's a Dayton native
who attended Colonel White High School and earned a Ph.D. in educational leadership from
UD in 1996. She earned a bachelor's degree in elementary education and special education and
a master's degree in curriculum and supervision at Wright State University.
Lasley praised Nealon's tireless work over the past two years to launch DECA: "Few
people have the vision and the ability to create the type of non-traditional environment that is
now evidenced at the Early College Academy. Tim Nealon is not only unique but he is also
extraordinary."
Nealon, who will continue in a part-time role as principal emeritus, called designing a
school from scratch a labor of love. "We found- the right mix of people looking for new options
-our professional staff, parents, kids. It's a convergence of a lot of different people putting a
face on the kids and personalizing the educational process," he said.
"This is a powerful opportunity that comes by maybe once in a lifetime. The effects of
affirming a student's potential are profound."
The Dayton Early College Academy will enroll an additionallOO students each year
until the school serves approximately 400 high school students. The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation provided start-up funding for DECA, and the KnowledgeWorks Foundation,
Ohio's largest public education philanthropy, is guiding the development of schools in the state.
DECA is the only example in the state of a private, Catholic residential tmiversity
teaming up with an urban school district. Here and elsewhere in the country, most partnerships
are between community colleges or public, four-year institutions and school districts.
-30For media interviews, please contact Tom Lasley at (937) 229-3557 or
lasley@udayton.edu, Tim Nealon at (937) 229-5990 or Tim.Nealon@notes.udayton.edu and
Judy Hennessey at (937) 297-5332.

